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Course Overview: At the end of this course, students will be able to . . .  

● Use reading strategies to construct meaning from informative and literary texts.  
● Expand vocabulary through reading, discussion, and systematic study.  
● Demonstrate writing that uses an established logical organizational pattern with supporting details that are substantial, 

specific, and relevant.  
● Evaluate texts for rhetoric using rhetorical techniques and rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos, pathos). 
● Analyze and compare historically and culturally significant works of literature, identifying the relationships among the 

major genres (e.g. poetry, fiction, nonfiction, short story, dramatic literature, and essay) and the literary devices unique 
to each.  

● Evaluate an author’s use of descriptive language (e.g. tone, irony, mood, imagery, pun, alliteration, and allusion), 
figurative language (e.g. symbolism, metaphor, personification, and hyperbole), common idioms, and mythological and 
literary allusions, and explain how they impact meaning in a variety of texts.  

● Select and use appropriate technology tools to publish and present information on a variety of topics. 
● Utilize the appropriate reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills necessary for life after high school.  

 
Materials: 

● Your laptop 
● Pencil and Pen (blue or black ink) 
● 3 different colored highlighters 
● At least 2 reams of college-ruled notebook paper 
● If you are able to, please consider donating: 1 box of tissues, one small container of hand sanitizer, and one package of 

college-ruled notebook paper. 
 

Students are expected to be prepared for class every day. This class utilizes a hybrid learning style that incorporates both 
paper-based and electronic lessons, so access to all the materials above at all times is crucial!  Besides bringing the above 
materials, students also need to come to class prepared to learn. This includes bringing a sunny disposition and a positive 
attitude! Students who are not prepared will find completing the day’s coursework especially challenging. 

 
Required Student Access: 

● Skyward(Where all grades and assignments will be posted.) 
● Canvas 
● G-Suite (Docs, Slides, Forms, etc.) 
● Other online platforms to be introduced and discussed in class. 

Grading: 
● The point system is used in this class. These points are accumulated and changed into a percentage.  From this 

percentage a letter grade is given based upon the county scale: 
● A = 89.5 – 100% D = 59.5 – 69.4% 
● B = 79.5 – 89.4% F = 0 – 59.4% 
● C = 69.5 – 79.4% 

 
Grading includes, but is not limited to the following assignments: Florida Collection assignments, Bellwork, Class Discussions, 
Tests, Essays, Debates/ Socratic Seminars, Class Participation, and Projects. Late work is generally not accepted and will be 
marked as a zero in the grade book. Please discuss any extenuating circumstances with me before or after school. 
 
Literature and Informational Material:  
Students will NOT need to have their own copy of the reading materials utilized in class.  All materials will either 
be borrowed from the school media center or be made available online via Canvas or through the online textbook. 
Along with the Shakespearean classic Hamlet, we will also be reading various short stories, informational articles, and poetry that 
will be provided in class. 
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Essays and Projects: 
These must be submitted to Canvas by the end of the class period to which you are assigned on the day they are due.  These 
are assignments will often be worth a large number of points, so completing them is essential to earn a passing grade in the 
course.  Essays and some projects should be completed using the MLA format. 
 
Assignments should be submitted more than 24 hours before the cut-off time for submission so that last-minute technical 
problems are not an issue for students. 
 
Plagiarism: 
Copied work, whether from another student or other source, is considered plagiarism and WILL NOT BE TOLERATED. 
 Those students who choose to submit copied work will be given a zero, a referral and they will be subject to the additional 
consequences outlined in the Olympia Student Handbook. 
 
Attendance and Make-up: 
Students are accountable for obtaining and completing all assignments and information missed due to an absence.  Attendance 
every day is crucial for growth and progress as a learner.  Limit all absences to necessary and legitimate reasons.  When absent, it 
is your responsibility to review and complete missed assignments listed on Canvas. 
 
Students that know that they are going to be absent, should make arrangements prior to your leave. Students that are going to be 
out for an extended period of time should check Canvas daily for assignments. Students have the same number of days missed 
plus one to make up any work.  Students that have major life events that occur during the school year will find catching up easier 
if they proactively approach absent work, and come to the teacher with questions and concerns within this time frame. 
 
Behavior: 
Students are expected to show respect for themselves and others by being encouraging and constructive, by using appropriate 
language, by being prepared, by treating school property and other’s property appropriately and by following school rules and 
policies.  If students do not meet my expectations, consequences such as student/ teacher conferences, calls home, parent/teacher 
conferences, detention, and/or discipline referrals may result. 
 
Tardy Policy: 
You MAY NOT enter the classroom once the bell rings without a tardy pass, a pass from a teacher, or a pass from an 
administrator. Upon obtaining a pass: return to class, sit down quietly, and get ready to work immediately.  The class will 
continue without you, so it is in your best interest to be prompt, prepared, and ready to work when you show up for class.   
 
Student / Teacher Responsibility: 
In order for me to help you, you must accept the responsibility for your learning.  You are entitled to the best education our great 
nation has to offer. You are accountable for your learning and for fostering the learning of your fellow students.  As your 
instructor, it is my responsibility to give you the tools and skills needed to learn at your full potential.  I am here to help you.  I 
have an open-door policy; meaning you can request private assistance at any time that does not disrupt the class.  I will do all that 
is in my power to aid in your success.  However, you are the most important component in the learning process.  You must 
choose to learn and improve. 
 
Covid-19 Face-to-Face learning guidelines: 
Returning to in-school learning amid a worldwide pandemic is one of the most challenging issues the school system has ever had 
to face. There are a number of safety guidelines that must be followed for us to succeed, some of the most important 
requirements for in-class behavior are written below: 

● Students should wear a face mask over their nose and mouth in the classroom at all times.  
● Students will be seated and should strive to remain at least 6 feet (or the maximum distance possible) away from 

any other member of the class at all times. 
● Students should expect to minimize the use of communal classroom resources. For at least the first nine-week period, 

all work will be digital. You may be expected to assist in cleaning your workspace before the end of class. 
 
Remember: This is a living document and subject to change. Any changes will be posted on Canvas. 
 


