
Olympia High School AP Calculus Syllabus 

General Course Information  

Teacher   Mr. Jeremy Craig 

Jeremy.craig@ocps.net 

Intro video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ju0FCyGT_k 

 

Course Overview &  

Course Expectations 

Until this point you have worked nearly your entire life to prepare for a math class of the 

depth and complexity of this course. We will do everything possible to make the course 

interesting and understandable. We can tell you now that this course requires a 

TREMENDOUS EFFORT on your part in order to be successful.  However, you would 

not be here if you did not possess the ability and desire to master Calculus. All Orange 

County Public School calculus students are required to take the Advanced Placement 

Exam Tuesday May 4th.  I expect each and every one of you to achieve a passing score 

(3, 4, or 5) on the exam and to receive college credit. 

 

Please bring the following with you to class every day: 

 

• 3-ring binder (exclusively for this class) 

• Paper to do your homework (often student refer graph or engineering paper) 

• Pencils and at least 3 other colors (pens, colored pencils…) 

 

The AP Exam will be administered next year on Tuesday morning, May 4th, 2021.  

Appropriate credit and placement are determined by individual academic institutions in 

accordance with their own criteria.  BC students will receive two scores. One will be a 

BC score and the other will be an AB sub-score indicating how well you performed on 

AB topics only. More information about the exam can be found online at 

http://www.collegeboard.org/apcentral 

   

Saturday review sessions are a large part of this course as the AP exam nears. A mock 

AP exam will be held on Saturday April 24th. This mock AP exam will be required and 

will count as half of your 4th quarter grade. If you cannot attend on April 24, I will work 

with you to create alternate schedule that works.  

PLEASE, DO NOT MISS CLASS!!! Schedule all medical appointments, college visits, 

etc. for times other than this class period.  Notes from a friend, the book, or anything else 

cannot possibly replace what we do in class. If you know in advance that you are going to 

miss several days, work ahead. I understand that many of you have very busy schedules, 

but learning Calculus requires a commitment. The AP exam does not get moved back 

because of hurricane days. Plan to attend a live class youtube at 11am on any and all 

hurricane days. That way we will stay on pace with the material. 

Grade Calculations  

General Grading 

Overview 

The final grade assigned indicates the level of achievement in accordance with the AP 

College Board.  Grades given in this course are heavily based on the tests that we take.  

This method has ensured high correlation with results on the AP exam score.  Expect 

tests to have an initial average in the 50s. If the average on the AP exam is in the 50’s I 

will be very happy with you. 

 

Grading Policies  Homework: 

mailto:Jeremy.craig@ocps.net
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Homework will be assigned on a daily basis through Khan academy. Feedback is 

integrated into that platform which will save class time for extension problems. Grades 

will be entered based on accuracy, but you may have as many attempts at an assignment 

as you wish before the test. 

 Each homework assignment is selected for a particular reason and any problem is fair 

game as material to be covered on a test. Therefore, you may need to go over some of the 

problems with friends or with me after school. Do your homework the night it is assigned 

and not the night before it is due. This is ESSENTIAL! 

Quizzes and Tests: 

Quizzes will count about 30-50 points. Tests (two or three every quarter) will be worth 

200 points. Do not be absent on test days. Missing a test is inexcusable unless you are 

VERY ill or some other UNAVOIDABLE event keeps you from being present. If you 

miss class, you MUST email your teacher and explain your absence. This is a college-

level class, so I expect you to model college-like behavior.  Further, all make-ups tests 

will be a different version from the original test that is given in class.  There will be test 

corrections which will allow up to 50 percent recovery. There will be one gateway each 

of the first 3 quarters worth 100 points each. You will have 3-4 attempts in class, but this 

assignment will be largely an out-of-class effort for the majority of you. Tests, gateways, 

and quizzes will compromise approximately 85 percent of your quarterly grade. 

Honor:  

I will be alert to situations where cheating may occur, take appropriate actions to 

discourage dishonesty, and reduce possible temptation.  There is no faster way to reduce 

your standing in my eyes than academic dishonesty.  I will write no recommendations for 

those I believe have cheated in my class, or others. 

 

Cooperative effort is allowed on homework and classwork unless otherwise indicated but 

on no other written work. Textbooks, reference books, and notes are not to be used on 

any test or quiz unless the instructions on the test or quiz indicate that you are allowed to 

use these materials. Any violations will result in a grade of zero (0) on the test or quiz, or 

on the portion on which the cheating occurred; your parents will be notified, referrals to 

National Honor Society will ensue, in addition, you will be made ineligible for all extra 

credit points for the year. 

 

Final Course Grades: 

To determine your percentage grade, you may divide your total points by the total 

number of points possible each quarter. At the end of the quarter, your percentage grade 

will be converted to a letter grade according to the OCPS scale. The fourth quarter grade 

will be determined by the mock exam and a performance based review portfolio. If we 

cannot fit the final unit (test, test corrections, review, & HW) it will also impact your 

fourth quarter grade. Last, a final grade can be determined by non-mathematical 

means such as trend, quality points, or my professional judgment if it improves a 

student’s average. 

 Learning from home amendment: 

-Please have your video on for the majority of the class. It is understood that you may 

occasionally need to turn it off. 

-Please have your microphone muted unless you need to communicate with me or the 

class.  

-When you have a question, I need you to speak up. I will not be using the chat feature. 

Please say “Mr. Craig, your name”, and -I will say “go ahead your name” then proceed to 

ask your question.  

-All procedures here are subject to change as we all discover what works best this year. 

 

 



  

Honors Precalculus with Trigonometry 

Mr. Jeremy Craig  

Intro video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ju0FCyGT_k 

 

The ideas presented in the Honors Pre-Calculus course emphasize the characteristics of many different types of functions 

including trigonometric functions. In this class, we will explore several concepts of discrete mathematics, including 

mathematical induction and the basic concepts of imaginary numbers with DeMoirvre’s Theorem. Furthermore, we will 

examine parametric equations and set the basics for Calculus including the notions of limit, continuity and the derivative. 

 

During the year you will work on developing proficiency in the various underlying concepts of trigonometry. These 

include utilizing degree and radian measures, determining values for the six basic functions, and graphing using 

transformations. We will solve problems using both right and scalene triangles, polar graphing, equation solving, inverse 

trigonometric functions, and trigonometric identities. 

 

Your study of functions will, primarily, be a review of the functions you studied in Advanced Algebra II.  These functions 

include: polynomials, rationals, radicals, exponentials (including e), and logarithmic functions (including the natural log 

and the logistic function). 

 

This will most likely be one of the most challenging math courses you will take because you will be working on many 

theoretical concepts which will build upon your background knowledge and experience in mathematics.  This course 

contains many concepts, thus we will have to move very quickly through them so that you will be prepared for AB or BC 

Calculus next year. 

 

 

Calculator 

 

We will use the TI nspire cx CAS in class.  A graphing calculator may be required for some homework assignments and 

you can use desmos.com for this.  Some may wish to get your own an nspire as you would then be able to use it on the 

SATs and AP exam next year.  There may be a few nspires available to check out from the library.  There are many TI 

84s to check out as well which will do most of what is needed.  Also, Desmos.com will fulfil all graphing calculator 

requirements as well. 

 

 

Grading 

 

Your grade for each quarter will be calculated using a total points system.  To evaluate your efforts the standard 

Orange County grading scale will be used. 

 

The final course grade will be determined by averaging the percentages of the four quarter grades and your score 

on the Common Final Exam. In some circumstances the course grade can be determined by non-mathematical 

means such as trend or professional judgment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Ju0FCyGT_k


 

Quizzes, Tests, Gateways, and Final Exam 

 

Tests will be given at the end of each unit of study. These will be worth 75-100 points. Quizzes will be given when 

appropriate and will be worth between 25-75 points. All quizzes and tests will be announced.  Please be prepared 

to take any missed test or quiz on the day that you return to class.  If you miss the review day, you will still 

be expected to take the test on the assigned date unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Be aware that 

missing a test or quiz will cause you to miss new material that will be taught on the day of your make-up 

assessment.  There will be 2 to 3 Gateway tests during the year. Gateway tests provide unlimited attempts for 

students to demonstrate mastery of core skills. Quizzes, tests, and gateways will comprise approximately 85% of 

each quarter grade. There will be a final examination for this course in May/June. Keep your assignments and tests 

so that you can use them to study. 

 

Homework 

 

Homework will be assigned through canvas and in the unit plan. It may be paper based, Khan Academy or Delta 

math. Homework will be graded based on accuracy, but will allow multiple attempts. Mastery is key!   

 

 

Extra Help Sessions 

 

I will be available most days after school for help with this course.  There will also be NHS tutors and official 

Precalculus teacher tutoring.  There will be many opportunities for you to get the help you need for this course. 

Please come ask for more details should you want some extra help. 

 

Honor Code 

 

I will be alert to situations where cheating may occur, take appropriate actions to discourage dishonesty, and reduce 

possible temptation.  There is no faster way to reduce your standing in my eyes than academic dishonesty.  I will 

write no recommendations for those I believe have cheated in my class, or others. 

 

Cooperative effort is allowed on homework and classwork unless otherwise indicated but on no other written work. 

Textbooks, reference books, and notes are not to be used on any test or quiz unless the instructions on the test or 

quiz indicate that you are allowed to use these materials. Any violations will result in a grade of zero (0) on the test 

or quiz, or on the portion on which the cheating occurred; your parents will be notified, referrals to National Honor 

Society will ensue, in addition, you will be made ineligible for all extra credit points for the year. 

 

Learning from home amendment: 

 

Please have your video on for the majority of the class. It is understood that you may occasionally need to turn it 

off. 

 

Please have your microphone muted unless you need to communicate with me or the class.  

 

When you have a question, I need you to speak up. I will not be using the chat feature. Please say “Mr. Craig, your 

name”, and I will say “go ahead your name” then proceed to ask your question.  

 

All procedures here are subject to change as we all discover what works best this year. 

 


