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Link for YouTube Introduction: https://youtu.be/KkZ1DsPVmz0 
 

Syllabus 
A.P. Language and Composition  

Mr. Graham 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development 
and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the 
rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make as they 
compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to 
support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical 
elements and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of 
text—from a range of disciplines and historical periods. (AP English Language 
and Composition Course Description)  
 

The purpose of this course is to help students earn the highest possible score on the AP 
Language and Composition that they are capable of achieving. To accomplish this, 
students must develop the skills necessary to write insightful, impromptu essays, make 
effective rhetorical and editorial choices, and competently read a variety of texts 
ranging from antiquity to the present. Students who attend regularly, complete all their 
reading, and make adjustments to their writing based on feedback should do well in this 
class.  
 
GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS 
The point system is used in this class.  These points are accumulated and changed into a 
percentage.  From this percentage a letter grade is given based upon the county scale: 
 A = 90-100% 
 B = 80-89% 
 C = 70-79% 
 D = 60-69% 
 F =  0-59% 
 
Grades will be weighted according to assignment length and difficulty. A brief 
assignment may be worth 5 points, an essay may be worth 20 points, and a unit test 
may be worth 80 points. Extra points may be awarded on writing assignments at my 
discretion if the assignment demonstrates superior work and considerable effort.  
 

The A.P. Language and Composition course relies heavily on the understanding of essay-
writing skills for successful completion, and so analyzing successful essays and 
responding to previous exam questions is a major component of this class. Primary units 
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include writing argumentative and synthesis essays, analyzing rhetoric and style, and 
making effective rhetorical and stylistic choices.  
 
LITERATURE AND TEXTS WITH EXTREMELY TENTATIVE DUE DATES 
All Year- The Elements of Style by E.B. White and William Strunk Jr. 

Before the end of August - Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

September 14- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

October 26- The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton 

December 7- The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

January 11- Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau 

February 8- The Stranger by Albert Camus 

March- The Crucible and “Why I Wrote the Crucible” by Arthur Miller 

March/April- various readings from The Norton Reader and other sources  

May 17- after the exam- The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  

 

Students should also anticipate additional complementary readings from The Norton 

Reader. The due dates for the selections from the Norton Reader will be announced in 

class and on Canvas.  

 
The assigned literature and nonfiction is an important component of the class.  These 
works are used to build critical thinking and analytical skills as well as serve as a 
foundation for the next AP class in the sequence—AP Literature and Composition. They 
also sometimes serve as cogent support for argumentative essays.  
 
SUBMITTING WORK AND STANDARDS 
Because of the pandemic and concern for everyone’s well-being and safety, all work this 
year will be submitted online. If conditions change, it is possible that we could transition 
to paper prompts and handwritten assignments later in the year, but as of right now I 
intend to minimize the use of paper.  

● ALL work submitted for credit must be typed in a legible 12pt. font and 
submitted as a doubled-spaced Microsoft Word Document. This will allow me to 
comment on your work. If conditions allow for us to transition to handwritten 
work later in the year, then that work must be submitted in BLUE or BLACK ink 
on standard-ruled notebook paper.  Work submitted in pencil WILL NOT BE 
GRADED.  

● Anything you do in the class should represent your best work. 
● Head your papers properly with name, class, period, and date. 

 
SOCRATIC QUESTIONING AND CLASSROOM DISCUSSIONS 
While Socratic Seminars and classroom discussions are essential to students developing 
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critical thinking skills, this year’s blend of on-campus and online students will present 
new challenges for everyone. Be prepared to discuss our class readings on their 
respective due dates, but also be prepared to be flexible and patient.  
 
REVISION PROJECTS 
Reflection and revision are essential components of the writing process.  We will use 
The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White as a guide to help improve the 
quality of our writing. Students should save all of their work for use on the Elements of 
Style revision assignment.  Due dates for the revision assignments will be announced in 
advance, but students can expect them near the end of each marking period.   
 
RESEARCH PAPER 
The research paper is a course requirement. It will be due during the fourth marking 
period. Details to be given in class.  
 
NO RED INK 
This year, students will refresh and reinforce their knowledge and application of English 
grammar using the No Red Ink website.  
 
AP CLASSROOM 
AP Classroom provides students with an online opportunity to prepare for the AP 
Language and Composition exam.  
 
GOALS AND EXPECTATIONS 
● Come to class prepared to learn- be ready to ask and answer questions. 
● Show self-motivation in the learning process- write from bell to bell on essay days. 
● Cooperate in group projects and assignments- help each other learn and grow. 
● Serve as a positive role model- be self-motivated and an independent learner. 
● Organize time and tasks effectively- complete reading assignments by the due date. 
 
BEHAVIOR 
You are expected to demonstrate respect for yourself and for others by being 
supportive and positive, by using appropriate language, by being prepared, by treating 
school property and each other's property appropriately, and by following school rules 
and policies. Since this is a college level class, you are expected to conduct yourself like a 
college student.    
 
The rules are simple: 
● Be on Time- The tardy policy will be enforced. 
● Be Prepared- Students who do not read or bring materials to class are wasting 

valuable time and opportunities. 
● Be Respectful- Silence those cell phones or risk having them confiscated. 
● Be Recognized Before Responding- Don’t interrupt or blurt out an answer during 
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class discussions. 
● No Food or Drinks Allowed in the Classroom- This rule will be enforced with vigor.  
● Cell Phones Should Be Turned Off and Out of Sight- Students have a laptop issued by 

OCPS, so there is no reason to use a personal cell phone.  
 
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP 
You will be responsible for obtaining and completing all assignments and information 
which you miss due to an absence.  Everyday attendance is vital for your growth and 
progress.  Limit all absences to necessary and legitimate reasons.  Students need to 
discuss anticipated absences with me in advance.  If a student is going to be out for an 
extended time, he or she will want to call guidance and request homework.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to request the assignments.  In-class assignments should be 
made up when the student returns.   Generally, you will have one week to complete 
missed in-class assignments unless special circumstances warrant an extension. 
 
In order to prepare students for the rigors of the AP Language and Composition 
examination, the majority of the assignments for this class will be in the form of timed 
writing exercises (AP writing prompts). Timed writing exercises should be made up 
during the next available day when the student returns from an absence. Students may 
schedule a make-up session at an alternate time if circumstances warrant. Once we 
have covered the three basic types of prompts, all makeup prompts will be blind 
prompts (a prompt the students have not seen before).  
 
LATE WORK 
Generally, late work is not accepted outside of the makeup guidelines, but this is 
negotiable given individual circumstances.  Depending on the circumstances, late work 
might incur an academic penalty. The standard penalty will be 10% off or a decrease of 
one letter grade for each day that the work is turned in late.   
 
PASSES 
Passes outside of the hallway are very rarely given. The bathroom pass is to be used for 
emergencies only, and is only to be used for the nearest bathroom to the classroom. 
Overuse of the bathroom pass or abuse (leaving the hallway, being absent from class 
longer than a few minutes if you are not ill) will result in your pass privileges being 
revoked.  
 
MATERIALS 
Students should take notes in a wide-ruled composition notebook if they wish to use 
those notes on tests and quizzes.  Only notes written in the composition notebook may 
be used on tests and quizzes, as the lockdown browser used for testing may affect their 
access to other programs on their computer. Students will probably also wish to have a 
supply of highlighters, sticky notes, and index cards.  A personal dictionary and 
thesaurus is also recommended. Bring related works to class on discussion days.  
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HOMEWORK 
Homework requirements vary according to the unit being taught.  Students may have 
written assignments that they need to complete at home.  All reading selections will be 
completed outside of class except where noted.  Due dates for literature are given well 
in advance.   Certain assignments will require you to revisit previous essays.  
 
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
Assessment is based upon the ability to support assertions verbally and in writing with 
specific, appropriate support.  As new composition skills are learned, expectations 
gradually increase until all assignments are assessed based upon the actual AP Language 
and Composition rubric. 
 
The AP readers score each essay on a 0-6 scale.  Because our goal is for each student to 
pass the exam, essays which would earn a 5 or 6 on the AP exam are generally given 
credit as “A” level class work. Scoring and grading rubrics will be provided. Work which 
falls short of expectations will be given a proportionately lower score. 
 
Keep in mind that expectations will increase with each unit of study until students are 
fully prepared to take the AP exam in May.   
 
To expedite the return of papers, individual comments on papers will often be brief. A 
comment key will be used to draw attention to the most common areas of writing that 
need improvement.  Instead of the traditional model where students must wait several 
days to find out if they were successful, I will rate the papers as accurately as I can and 
endeavor to return them within two days. Oral feedback, peer evaluation, and reflection 
will often substitute for written feedback. Students will be expected to pay attention to 
the examples given in class. At times, a student’s work may be used as an example. 
These strategies allow the student to receive more practice in writing than they would 
get in a typical Language Arts class. 
 
CONTACTING ME 
The best method is via email at the following addresses: jack.graham@ocps.net 
Parents can schedule a conference through the guidance department if they deem it 
necessary and appropriate by calling 407-905-6400. 
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