
Percussion and Guitar 

Guitar Time/Location: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Period(s)                                     Room 824 
Percussion Time/Location: 5th and 6th Period(s)                                              Room 829  

Instructor: Mr. Lalka                                                          Email: patrick.lalka@ocps.net  

Welcome Video: https://youtu.be/gkwDuTg0ORs 
 

Course Description: This course is open to all students enrolled at Olympia High School. The instructor 

will utilize large ensemble teaching as well as small group projects to accomplish classroom goals. Daily 
practice is a must to be successful. Students will be quizzed on knowledge of theory, playing techniques, 

repertoire, and instruments in the percussion family and their respective techniques. 

Required Material for Percussion: The following materials are needed in class daily. The instructor 

will provide supplemental repertoire. Students are expected to keep track of copies of music. Additional 
copies that are lost by the student will need to be either printed or copied by the student. 

1 inch binder w/ sheet protectors 
Practice Pad  
Stick Bag 
Vibraphone/Marimba Mallets 

Timpani Mallets 
Bell/Xylo Mallets 

Link to Buying Guide on Google Drive: CLICK	HERE 

Required Material for Guitar: The following materials are needed in class daily. The instructor will 
provide supplemental repertoire. Students are expected to keep track of copies of music. Additional copies 

that are lost by the student will need to be either printed or copied by the student. 

1 inch Binder with Sheet Protectors  
6 String Acoustic Guitar with case   

STUDENTS MUST OWN OR RENT THEIR OWN GUITAR TO JOIN THIS COURSE 
Clip on Tuner (Snark is the best and brand for the money) 

Link to Buying Guide on Google Drive: CLICK	HERE 

Other Recommended Material: 

Capo 
Guitar Picks 
Guitar Strap 

mailto:patrick.lalka@ocps.net
https://youtu.be/gkwDuTg0ORs
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IqI4v0r0iJJKbvD-ZSlzwLvKU7panMu5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gPN41RkejJCzc58QAgLQTZqMqQdtAllT/view?usp=sharing


 
Teacher Responsibilities, include but are not limited to: 

- Creating a positive environment where students are able to work together, take educational risks, 
and be a key part of the ensemble. 

- Refine previous knowledge of skills and abilities 
- Introduce, refine, and provide ways to practice new concepts 
- Assign and grade assessments to help students master their instrument. 
- Produce and organize concerts and events 

- Give students a detailed calendar of after school rehearsals and concerts 

Student responsibilities, include but are not limited to: 

- Be positive, work hard, and treat everyone and everything with a high level of respect 
- Turn in work and assessments on time 
- Be prepared for class every day 
- Be professional and courteous inside and outside of class in all ways 

Grading Policy: Students will be assessed on class and concert participation, scale quizzes, dictation 

quizzes, aural recognition of repertoire, and a cumulative final exam of all material covered. Semester Pass 
Offs (Will vary in size by length of activity), Performances (50-150 Points), Playing/Written tests (50-100 
points),  Assignments (25-50 points), and additional summative group projects will vary in points by the 
size of  the activity.  
*late work beyond OCPS policy of 2 days per absence will result in grade deduction 

Attendance Policy: It is vital that all students attend all rehearsals and concerts for their particular 

ensemble. This includes any after school events. Professionalism is key and students are expected to be on 
time and prepared to each activity. If a student is unable to attend a rehearsal or concert, they must give Mr. 
Lalka advanced notice and an explanation for missing the event. An unexcused absence from a rehearsal or 
performance will result in a 0 for that activity. Excused rehearsals and performances may receive full or 

partial credit for doing an alternative assignment. 

Additional Course Material: Additional Course material will be posted via Canvas


