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August, 2020  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  

   My name is Brandon Bangle and I would like to welcome both you and your child to the 

Orchestra program here at Olympia High School. OHS has set high academic standards for 

students and I plan to keep this tradition of excellence throughout your music experience.   

 I believe that music can heighten intellectual capacities and critical thinking skills. It has been 

proven that students who are involved in music have better grades, higher test scores, are more 

likely to go college, and usually have the least amount of discipline problems. This especially is 

true for instrumental students who keep up their abilities throughout their lives. My task this 

year is to enrich you and your child with the joy of music.   

  I hope you will carefully read over the information presented and become an active 

participant in your or child’s music education. I have set countless goals for this year that I know 

will challenge and inspire all. Mr. Swenson and I are very happy that you and your child will be 

a part of it. Please feel free to email me or call my office if you have any questions, comments, 

or concerns about your child’s future in the program.   

  

  

  

  

Sincerely,  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 Mr. Brandon L. Bangle  BM, MAT  

Director of Orchestras   

Olympia High School   

Email: brandon.bangle@ocps.net   

Phone: (407) 905-6400 ex. 612-6481  

  



*The handbook has been written to provide orchestra members, parents, guardians, and other 

interested persons with information concerning the orchestra activities at Olympia High School. 

It is not possible for this handbook to answer all questions that may arise. All orchestra 

members and parents are urged to read this booklet carefully in order to avoid conflicts with the 

policies stated. It will also give the reader an idea of what is expected of each student.   

School rules and policies are in effect any time a student is involved in an activity sponsored by 

or in the name of Olympia High School.  

The orchestra director has the authority to suspend or amend any policy at any time deemed 

necessary to maintain the integrity of the orchestra program.*   

  

Policies  
  

Grading:   

  

Grading will be primarily based on class participation, engagement, concert/rehearsal attendance 

and post-concert clean up, however added assignments including performance assessments, and 

theory assignments may occur. Depending on which orchestra you are in, you may also be 

required to audition and participate in outside events including All County and Solo and 

Ensemble. Students who do not attempt to participate will not receive an “A” for the 

corresponding nine weeks.        

  

Each week students can receive up to 10 points as a weekly classwork grade. The rubric below 

states what each student must accomplish each day in class to receive 10 points. .   

  

10- Full participation in class activities and full engagement during entire class  

9- Near full participation and near full engagement during entire class  

8- Almost full participation and almost full engagement during entire class  

7- Reminds are needed to be kept on task  

6- Constant reminders are needed to be kept on task   

5- Half participation and half engagement during class time    

4-0 Less than half  or no participation and less than half or no engagement during class.   

  

What you must do each day to receive an “A” for the week.   

Show up to class on time and unpack/ set up and begin to warm-up    

Participate in all class activities and stay engaged in the rehearsal even when not paying   

Contribute positively to our class  

Not use cellphones in class   

  

Other Grades:  

After School Rehearsal (ASR) attendance   

Concert/event attendance/performance/set up/clean up   

Playing tests   

Theory assignments    



Cell phones/Laptops:  

     Students will turn their cell phones! I do understand that our lives are on our cell phones (yes 

that includes me), however I ask that you do not let your phone distract you from performing in 

class. Please be respectful and mature enough to understand the proper time and place for cell 

phone use. I respect what we are trying to accomplish enough to leave my cell phone in my 

office during class time and will not let it interfere with my teaching and hope you will do the 

same. If you and your phone become a problem I have no choice but to take the proper 

disciplinary actions. Make good choices with your phone please!   

Laptops will most likely not be used in class and should be put away, as per district rules if you 

are using your laptop and not authorized to do so and something happens you are responsible.     

  

  

Classroom management/discipline:   

Due to the nature of our classroom orchestra members are constantly on display and therefore 

each member must always be aware of the importance of good behavior. Basic values are a 

requirement and any misconduct casts a negative light on the orchestra. This may very well undo 

the hard work and good effort of many loyal students. In addition, misconduct reflects on 

yourself, your community, and your parents/guardians. Orchestra is a choice class and if you 

have signed up you have decided that you will not be a discipline issue so that you and other 

students can become better performers.    

  

Concert Attire:   

All students will wear a formal all black outfit to concerts and performances. This includes but is 

not limited to dress pants a button up shirt which buttons all the way up in the front, dress shoes 

a formal school appropriate dress or skirt with a formal school appropriate top. Students who 

wear button up collared shirts will borrow a bow tie the evening of the concert and return it that 

same night.  All OCPS dress code rules apply to concert attire. Formal wear is required no tennis 

shoes or jeans. Students who do not meet these requirements will not be allowed on stage for the 

performance and will receive a zero for the grade.       

  

Attendance:   

After school rehearsals and concerts are mandatory and graded. The schedule for the year will be 

given as soon as it is known which will be in plenty of time for students to plan. In the event of a 

student conflict with another school function, it is the student’s responsibility to talk to both 

faculty members in order to work out a compromise. This must be done in advance of the 

conflict not the day of. It is not acceptable to treport the day of a concert or rehearsal that you 

cannot attend. As soon as you aware of the conflict please report it so arrangements can be made. 

All excuses must be in writing from a parent or guardian or the absence will not be excused and 

a grade of a zero will be given for that event. Students who sign up for orchestra are signing up 

for no less than 4 concerts and 4 rehearsals per year and an MPA performance which may be 

held on a Saturday.  

  

  

  



  

*Another school event does not excuse the orchestra member from a rehearsal or concert. OCPS 

rules on music performance classes state that after school rehearsals and concerts are 

considered to be an extension of the class, therefore grades can be lowered if they are missed. 

Orchestra is a co-curricular activity, whereas sports, clubs, and other OCPS organizations are 

extracurricular. A graded class takes priority over an extracurricular activity*  

  

Concerts will begin at 7pm and students should arrive on time so they are able to tune and warm 

up. There will be at least 1 after school rehearsal per concert to insure all students are well 

prepared for the upcoming event.   

If the student is not on time to the concert or rehearsal the student's grade will be lowered, if the 

student is not dressed appropriately for the concert the student will not perform (OCPS dress 

code rules apply to all concerts and events inside/outside of school) If a student does not attend a 

concert or rehearsal a zero will be given as the grade for that event. Emergency circumstances do 

happen and will be judged on an individual basis. Mr. Bangle does not want to give zeros to 

students but if a student does not attend orchestra events that student will not pass the class and 

will not be asked to return to orchestra the next school year.   

  

Seating:  

Seating will be based on, seniority, auditions, work ethic, maturity, attendance, and attitude. 

Auditions will occur before each concert, and will be blind. If a student cannot handle a certain 

seat either because of not practicing, absence, or attitude they will be moved.   

  

Borrowing a school instrument during the school day:  

Students who are in need of a school instrument will be assigned one that they will use for the 

duration of the school year. Students should only use the instrument they are assigned and are 

responsible for damage and upkeep of the instrument, changing/cleaning strings, rosining the 

bow, etc. It is the student’s responsibility to alert the teacher of anything wrong with the 

instrument they are assigned as soon as it is noticed so they are not held responsible for the 

damage.    

  

Borrowing a school instrument to take home:  

Students will be allowed to take a school instrument home but only after they ask permission. 

There are a limited number of instruments and many students use each school instrument every 

day during class. If a student takes an instrument home they must return that instrument the next 

school day even if they are absent from school that day. Students are responsible for any damage 

that occurs with the instrument while in their possession and will be charged for the damage.     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Buying/Renting an Instrument outside of school:  

As a student progresses in their high school music career, it is vital they play an instrument 

which will suit their needs. A bad instrument can hinder a student’s success. It is advisable that 

students purchase an instrument from a reputable dealer if they plan on continuing to develop 

skills in the orchestra classroom. Students and parents are welcome to ask for help when 

purchasing an instrument. Please do not purchase online, and please remember the cheaper the 

instrument the cheaper the sound quality. A good quality instrument can be purchased for a 

reasonable price, you just have to know where to look and how to buy.   

  

Music:  

All students will borrow sheet music and technique books from Olympia High School. Students 

are responsible for bringing their music to each class, rehearsal, and performance. Students will 

return all music given at the end of each performance and before the end of the year.  

  

  

Faire Share:  

Each orchestra student enrolled in class owes a fair share of $100 set by OCPS. The money 

collected is only allowed to go to materials that students will use such as end of the year events, 

buses, rosin, bows, shoulder rests, cloths etc. All county district and state fees are also paid for 

with this money. If students wish to participate in outside music events they should pay their fair 

share. Fair share money will not be spent on music, instruments, stands, chairs, cases or 

chocolate and Starbucks for Mr. Bangle.  


